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Reviewing the Fesults of the Special TOEFL Project
in 2012 at Saga University

Hironori HAYASE

Abstract

This paper reviews and analyzes the results of the six-month Special TOEFL Project at Saga
University, which is specially designed with the clear purpose of promoting selected 18 students 1o
go abroad as 10-month exchange students at our sister colleges in English speaking countries. The
project has made remarkable resulis: About 60% of the students has increased their TOEFL-ITF
scored between 6T and 3 points, and consequently 3 of them has got passporis to study abroad as
Twition-¢ d exch s in 2013,

Recently, the English ability of siudents has been declining in spite of the fact that the level of
TOEFL remains the same as before.  That is why the university is expected to mend the gap

between the students®English level and the TOEFL score requirement.  This project proves to
meet the stndents” needs, and the author suggesis thar this kind of supporting system be established
o keep sending many students abroad in a sustainable way.
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Melamine and its derivatives in dog and cat urine: An exposure assessment study (article)
Karthikraj, R, Bollapragada, R3 Kannan, K3* & 2

*Wadsworth Center, New York State Department of Health, Empire State Plaza, P.O. Box 509, Albany, NY, United States

®Department of Environmental Health Sciences, School of Public Health, State University of New York at Albany, Albany, NY, United
States

Biochemistry Department, Faculty of Science and Experimental Biochemistry Unit, King Fahd Medical Research Center, King Abdulaziz
University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

053 (Abstract) - BEVEFEICR (47)

Melamine is 2 nitrogen-containing organic compound that is used in a wide range of products, including paints, plastics, and paper, as a
flame retardant. A few studies have reported the occurrence of melamine and its derivatives in pet food |, following a number of deaths
of cats and dogs from kidney failure in 2007, which was attributed to melamine contamination in ingredients used in pet food .
Nevertheless, studies that report the occurrence of melamine and its derivatives in pet urine are scarce. In this study, we measured
melamine and its derivatives (i.e.,, ammeline, ammelide, and cyanuric acid) in dog (n = 30) and cat (n = 30) urine collected from Albany,
New York, USA, during March through July 2017. The mean (+5D) concentrations of melamine, ammeline, ammelide, and cyanuric acid
in dog urine were 21.1 +51.2,2.3 +3.8,9.9 + 1 0.4, and 79.0 + 105 ng/mL, respectively; the corresponding concentrations in cats were
21.4+26.1,1.2£25,6.1£3.9, and 105 + 94.6 ng/mL, respectively. No significant difference was observed in urinary concentrations of
melamine derivatives between cats and dogs. Age and gender were important determinants of the concentrations of the target chemicals
in cats and dogs. Cumulative daily intake of melamine and its derivatives was calculated on the basis of urinary concentrations and was
found to be 10-500-fold below the tolerable daily intake. Pets are exposed to measurable levels of melamine and cyanuric acid through
diet. © 2018 Elsevier Ltd
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article history: Melamine is a nitrogen-containing organic compound that is used in a wide range of products, including
REEE!"Ed _22 jan_uary 2018 paints, plastics, and paper, as a flame retardant. A few studies have reported the occurrence of melamine
Received in revised form and its derivatives in pet food, following a number of deaths of cats and dogs from kidney failure in 2007,
% H?b"u 2.013 which was attributed to melamine contamination in ingredients used in pet food. Nevertheless, studies
Accepted 28 February 2018 B B L R N N

that report the occurrence of melamine and its derivatives in pet urine are scarce. In this study, we
measured melamine and its derivatives (i.e., ammeline, ammelide, and cyanuric acid) in dog (n = 30) and
cat (n=30) urine collected from Albany, New York, USA, during March through July 2017. The mean
(+5D) concentrations of melamine, ammeline, ammelide, and cyanuric acid in dog urine were 211 +51.2,
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